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the maintenance of these same facilities can be expensive, particularly during the winter months.
Also, the weather duiing the Wiiter ofies Hindls the use of these facilites.

The Town is not a.major influence in energy issues but therg are instances wherein the munigcipality

- Cafl BAVE ENSTEY,0n it own ingluding building maintenance, location of new ficilities; and vehicles,

(highway and school).’

Older homes are often less efficient than newer well-insulated ones. In many instances Victorian
era homgs which have begen divided into apartments have ceased heating the. eatire building with
a basement furnace.” Landlords have installed individual heating units and the tenant pays for the
heat. Electiiedly is picked as the least costly 1o mstall, but i§ offen the most expensive for the tenant
to utilize. Another popular alternative is the: propang heater.;: While providing adequate heat, it is
- olien cenirally located within an apaiiment and the heal is not dispersed 10 ail the habitable fooms.

Ensuring that these older buildings are energy efficient could save both dollars and energy..

Apartinent buildings and unis which have nol undergonie an energy audit should be encouraged 1o
do so. This should result in installation: of insulation, efficient heating units, tightening of windows
and insiallation of storm windows if unii are found deficient. However; theie inay be wade-offs
between achieving maximum energy efficiency and maintaining the historic and aesthetic qualities
of these older hioine. Whefever possible, energy-efficient - efforis should be commpaiible wiih. the
historic qualities of the house or apartment.

The hydroelectric plant in Bellows Falls is part of the P.G. & E Generating‘systém which operates

other Stations along the Conngcticut River including locations in Vemon and Wilder, Vemmont. The
Bellows Falls plant is fed by the canal which divides the “mainland” Bellows Falls fromi the so-
catted “Island™ witich 18 the older industrial area in the villags, This canal was built in the lats
1700's to circumvent the Great Falls and allow. boats to. navigate the length of the river. It was
converted into the stuiceway for thié hydroglestiic system:during construction of the dam and plant
in the 1920's. The hydro plant, dam and major transmission lines.were all owned by New England

Power until deregulation in the mid-1990% required separass ownership of the power producing

facilities from the transmission lines.

A second small-scale hydroelectric facility is located on the Williams River in Brockways Mills.
This facility, ﬁﬁgiﬁally buill ini the 1980's, opérated a shoit period of time. The faciiiry was pdﬁi&ﬂy
dismantled , and most of the electric generating equipment removed. The dam and impoundment:
femai, and the facility has retatied iis Heense 1o prodice power from the Federal Eineigy

Regulatary Commission. Recently, the facility-has come under;new-ownership, with plans to restorge:

power production capability.

Ong of the unique issues facing Rockingham, and future development in the downtows area is the
location of the electiic substation on Bridge Street. In addition, major-franginission Hngs ruf i both
directions: from the substation creating problems with future development and improvements to
existing structuies. The relocation of the subsiation hias been consideied for many-yeats. - Iii 2000,
with the renovations to the Exner Block, the transmission lines running from the: substation along
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the catial to the rear of the Exiiér Block becitiie an ifmpediment in completing the rehabilitation of
the building. The close proxiiiily of'the lies 1o the building and VOSHA woik rulés réguited a
temporary relocation of the lines at a higher height and further from the building. This is a
iemporary-measure Tor this pafticular buildifg; bul the tomtnily Has come 1o réalize the vely real
limitations which midy fesilt from the current placemiént 8F the: substation and its tratisiission linés.

GOALS

1. Encourage efficient, safe and renewable energy séurces for all public and pnvate bulldmgs
and Irdn.spoﬁatwn

2. Encourage patterns of land use and developmetit that use energy most efficiently.”

R

POLICIES

1. Encourage eneigy conservation including eriergy used for-transportation, for heatitig, and
elecirical eniergy used for running machinety and appliances.

2. Enc‘our’age energy’ sources and technologies which utilizé renewable resouirces- including

3. De‘velopmcnt shiould oriefit structures to take advantage of southern exposure, natural light, _
and solar gain. Building: siting should' consider sncitcr from wind and use of 1dndsoapmg as
a'wind buffer and fof sumirieshading.

4.  Promote energy efficiency in the design, construction, and rehabilitation and retrofitting of

buildings, layout of buildinig lots, and location 6f roads.
5. Encourage non-motorized vehicles arid pedsstrian traffic through the expansion of bicyclé
paths and sidewalks..

6.  Promote energy awaréness and education.

ACTION STEPS

The Actioti Steps immediately following are a hiigh priofity; and shall be completed thhm the time
frame this Town Plan i3 in effect.

1. The Town will support the dévelopinent of 4 muilti-fiodal facility on the Island to-include’
coniinued passenger atid feight #all service, Bus service, vehicular parking, and bicyeie
facilities. The Sclectboard; Planting Commiission and Development Office will work
together with interested stakéholders 16 seesk development grants, plinfing support, and

participation by transportation agencies and companies.




